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Abstract:  This video explores service-
learning across the disciplines at Cal 
Poly Pomona University. Three case 
studies are examined: A Mechanical 
Engineering student project 

benefiting the world community, an Animal Health Science community outreach program (pet 
therapy), and an Urban and Regional Planning class art project collaborating with a local public 
library. Principles of service -learning benefiting international and local communities are explored 
in this video.  
 
What is service-learning?  Service-learning is Òa pedagogy that provides students with structured 
opportunities to learn, develo p, and reflect through active participation and thoughtfully -organized 
community involvementÓ (Cal Poly Center for Community Service -Learning [CCSL], 2008). In other words, 
service-learning is another form of experiential learning. It can also be called Òlearner-centeredÓ or Òlearning 
by doing.Ó   
 

Questions to consider when developing a service -
learning course:  

¥ How can your students benefit from community 
involvement?  

¥ How does community involvement connect with your 
course content?  

¥ What need does the community have that your students 
can meet? 

¥ How will students reflect on their service?  Talking? 
Writing?  

¥ How will you assess your studentsÕ participation? 
 
 

Theoretical and Empirical Support of Service -Learning:  
¥ John DeweyÕs theory of experiential learning: ÒEducation is life itselfÓ 
¥ Paulo FreireÕs critical, problem-posing model of education  
¥ Leo VygotskyÕs theories of language, society and social interaction 
¥ Current brain -based research 

 
Service-Learning Ideas for Your Class: 
Following are some ideas for implementation in your class. After students complete the project, reflection Ð 
usually through journal writing Ð is encouraged. 
 
Literature:  

¥ Join a literacy program or read-aloud program for children at schools  
¥ Volunteer at the Pomona Public Library homewo rk center 
¥ Volunteer at the Cal Poly Pomona Downtown Center Fourth Saturday Family Fun Days  



¥ Collect and write up local folklore 
(possible publication)  

¥ Develop and deliver literature lesson plans 
for local K -12 schools  

¥ Write reviews of contemporary litera ture 
or poetry for students, high school English 
teachers or local public libraries 

 
 

ESL Writing:  
¥ Interview local citizens and write up the interviews for a local paper  
¥ Collect and write up local folklore (possible publication)  
¥ Volunteer at the Cal Poly Pomona Downtown Center Fourth Saturday Family Fun Days  
¥ Volunteer at the Pomona Public Library homework center (math, computer literacy or other topics if 

their English is limited)  
¥ Write reviews of contemporary literature, poetry or other (movies for exampl e) for local public 

libraries 
 
Composition:  

¥ Write for a local community service partner; 
brochures, websites and grant proposals are 
always needing an update or a fresh perspective 

¥ Reflective writing in conjunction with volunteer or 
tutor work  

¥ Write persuasive letters or essays addressing a 
local issue (possible publication) 

¥ Volunteer at the Cal Poly Pomona Downtown 
Center Fourth Saturday Family Fun Days 

¥ Volunteer at the Pomona Public Library 
homework center 

 
 
Cal PolyÕs Center for Community Service -Learni ng [CCSL}: 
http://www.academic.csupomona.edu/ccsl/  
Building 1, Room 113 
  
Cal Poly Pomona Downtown Center [DTC]:  
http://www.class.csupom ona.edu/downtowncenter/   
300 West Second Street, Pomona, CA 
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