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Third Culture Identity Expressed in Online Communities:
“Life is a Suitcase, Half-Packed”

““A person who has spent a significant part of A person who has spent a significant part of 
his or her developmental years outside their his or her developmental years outside their 
parents' culture [with the intention of parents' culture [with the intention of 
repatriation]” repatriation]” (TCKid.com, 2008).(TCKid.com, 2008).

•  ““Hidden immigrants”Hidden immigrants”  (Bell, 1997)(Bell, 1997)

•

Third Culture Kids EverywhereThird Culture Kids Everywhere – Facebook group (18,296 members)   – Facebook group (18,296 members)  
TCKid.comTCKid.com – online website, forum for TCKs (3,240 members) – online website, forum for TCKs (3,240 members)   

          – has YouTube channel (youtube.com/user/tckidvideo)            – has YouTube channel (youtube.com/user/tckidvideo)  
TCKWorld.comTCKWorld.com –  – online website for TCKs               online website for TCKs               
Denizen-mag.comDenizen-mag.com – online magazine by and for TCKs – online magazine by and for TCKs

     –      – has Twitter and Facebook siteshas Twitter and Facebook sites

Text Analysis:Text Analysis: number of sentences, complexity factor  number of sentences, complexity factor 
(lexical density), readability(lexical density), readability, word and phrase frequencies, , word and phrase frequencies, 
and emergent themes. Used and emergent themes. Used Textalyser.netTextalyser.net..  

““Selective Sample Poetry”Selective Sample Poetry”  (my term): Compiling comments  (my term): Compiling comments 
by themes into poem structures.by themes into poem structures.

1.1.   The mThe majority of comments (38%) expressed feelings of ajority of comments (38%) expressed feelings of 
displacement and loss.displacement and loss. A further 7% had negative emotions.  A further 7% had negative emotions. 
This finding corresponds with most TCK research. This finding corresponds with most TCK research. 

●  Solution:Solution: Campus support for TCKs Campus support for TCKs

2.2. The second most common category (30%) was “Wonder The second most common category (30%) was “Wonder 
and Excitement.”and Excitement.” This fi This finding corresponds with some TCK nding corresponds with some TCK 
research, while contradicting Stonequist-like assumption that research, while contradicting Stonequist-like assumption that 
TCKs are “conflicted.”TCKs are “conflicted.”

3.3. Comments mostly excluded mention of race or nationality, Comments mostly excluded mention of race or nationality, 
except as part of a multi-national perspectiveexcept as part of a multi-national perspective (“Asian and  (“Asian and 
American and Asian and European”). This finding supports American and Asian and European”). This finding supports 
research that TCKs are more comfortable with other TCKs than research that TCKs are more comfortable with other TCKs than 
their own nationals.their own nationals.

4.4. Comments mostly excluded mention of friends and family.Comments mostly excluded mention of friends and family.  
There is conflicting research on TCKs and familial feelings, so There is conflicting research on TCKs and familial feelings, so 
this does not add any further findings.this does not add any further findings.
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THIRD CULTURE IDENTITY ONLINETHIRD CULTURE IDENTITY ONLINE
The Internet as a “confessional
booth” and “counselor” for 
marginal groups like TCKs:

I’m [name withheld], I’m 19, and I just 
discovered I’m a [Third Culture Kid] 
... I’ve always known I had the 
“restlessness to move” but I never knew 
it was something common among 
people, and I love find it out now 
(TCKid.com, 2008).

•  Includes children of ambassadors, military, missionaries, Includes children of ambassadors, military, missionaries, 
educators, and other international professions.educators, and other international professions.

•  TCKs are usually flexible, well-cultured and travel-loving.  TCKs are usually flexible, well-cultured and travel-loving.  
However, they also have unresolved grief and loss anxiety.However, they also have unresolved grief and loss anxiety.
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Unit of Analysis: TCKid.com discussion forum “Write Your Life in 
6 Words” (posted March 2008):

● 86 responses (as of 12/12/08)
● 69 responses selected for text analysis

RESULTSRESULTS

SELECTIVE SAMPLE POETRYSELECTIVE SAMPLE POETRY
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